It is now 20 years since Harry Burgess (1929) published his well-known and often-quoted papers analyzing a very large series of cases of acute intestinal obstruction and reviewing the fatality rates compared with those of other acute abdominal emergencies. He (d) Increased content of gas, mainly from swallowed air but also from bacterial fermentation and diffusion of gases from the blood stream.
(e) An increase in the bacterial content of the intestine accompanied by a change in the character of the flora which, in the main, telnd to be of heightened virulence.
(f) A variable degree of vascular damage to tle intestinal wall.
The relative importance of these primary changes varies according to the site of the occlusion and the function of the intestine proximal to it. High Occlusion of the Small Intestine
In high occlusion the picture is dominated by the loss of the absorptive function of the small intestine. Normally, some 5 to 7 litres of fluid per day (Rowntree, 1922) which gross distension or circulatory failure is a prominent feature. Morphine is a most valuable drug particularly if given in small repeated doses of gr. to I/6 gr. 8 to I2 hourly.
The question of employing aperients or enemata is one which crops up sooner or later in most cases. Provided the small intestine is kept decompressed by suction, there need be no anxiety if several days pass without a bowel action. Spontaneous resumption of normal intestinal motility is likely and this may be accompanied by a certain amount of discomfort from distension of the large intestine with gas. An enema will then give material relief, but it must be stressed that for an enema to be effective it must be the large intestine which is distended. If clinically this is in doubt, plain X-rays settle the point. The way not to treat a case postoperatively is to withdraw suction drainage too soon and then to treat the resultant abdominal distension and discomfort by giving purgatives, enemata, pituitrin and the like without bothering to find out whether it is the small or large intestine which is dilated. 
